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of regulations and discipline, the skirmishing line was looked
upon as a necessary evil. The platoon-leaders and the
company officers told off for the attack remained erect while
leading their crawling skirmishers, for it was then considered
unseemly and incompatible with his dignity for a Prussian
officer to take cover or even to lie down. Moreover, it was
asserted that he could not properly direct the fire of Ms
skirmishers except in an upright posture. The arrangements
for firing were all very fixed and rigid. The sections or
companies intended for the support of the skirmishers were
led in line, and on arrival at the skirmishing line they fired
their volleys standing. While they remained in this attitude,
the skirmishers went on with their attack. For the regiment
as a whole Colonel von Derenthal had introduced the so-called
" normal attack/' which was to serve as a panacea in every
emergency. In this attack two battalions occupied the front
line, with a third battalion as reserve behind and between
them. The flanking companies of each of the forward battalions
were thrown out in front; a file of skirmishers preceded each
flanking company. As cavalry charges still played an important
role, the closed formations had to form squares, while the open-
order skirmishers ceased firing and ran to join each other,
either collecting into knots or taking up position without
much attempt at formation, behind one of the stationary lines.
This evolution gave the answer to a popular riddle : What is it
that has four limbs in front and is bristly behind ?

To cap all these old-fashioned regulations there came, in
my first year of service (1877), the theory of Captain Meg
that everything could be settled by volley-firing. This theory
came directly into the foreground without a trial in the school
of musketry. Its success surpassed all expectation, as,
henceforth, nothing but volley-firing was heard, even from the
skirmishers. Lieutenant von Moltke, the future Chief of the
General Staff, and I had on one occasion brought up our reserve
section in line to support the skirmishers, and began the usual
series of volleys. At the end of the exercises we realized that
in the course of half-an-hour we had used up, in volley-firing,
the entire amount of small arm ammunition allowed for a